
ADVANCED LANGUAGE PRACTICE

2

Underline the correct word or phrase in each sentence.

a) That can't have been/shouldn't have beer Nick that you saw.

b) yolr must have given/might have glver me a hand!
c) I caught a later train because I had to see/must have seen a clienl.
d) I suppose BiIl shotrld have lost/might have losr his way.

e) I didn't refuse the cake, as it shotrld have been/would hqve been rwde.

1) I don't know who rang, but il could have been/must haw been lim.
g) It was odd that you should have bought/wortld have bought the same car.

h) I asked them to leave b'dt they might not/wouldn't go.

i) It's a pity you didn't ask because I can't help/could have helped yott.
j) It's your own fault, yo.u can't have/shouldn't have gone to bed so late.

Complete each sentence using one of the phrases from the box.

can't have must have sh€Cd*l*a#e
may have shouldn't have can't have
didn't need to shouldn't have

may not have

ought to have

a) You and your big mouth! It was supposed to be a secret. You

..,t I'u.,,!!/. !'ji t..ha.u.9............... told her !

b) The plane is late. It landed by now.

c) You ............... ... met my brother. I haven't got one!

d) There is only one explanation. You .................... left your

keys on the bus.

e) You ................ .. heard me dght. I definitely said 204525.

I The meat is a bit burnt. You .................... cooked it for so

Iong.

g) I'm sorry. I accept I been a little bit rude.

h) You really taken so much trouble over me.

i) Was it really necessary? You .................... tell the police, you

know.

j) Keep your fingers crossed! The traffic warden ............................

noticed the car's parking ticket has run out!
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3 Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given.

a) It wouldn't have been dght to leave you to do all the work on your own.

couldn't
r ..t!1.4dw.|..b.!lYp..!."rt..y.5n..t1..d1. alr the work on your own.

b) Perhaps they didn't notice the tyre was flat.

might
They .................. the tyre was flat.

c) All that trouble I went to wasn't necessary in the end.

needn't
I ..................--..... all that trouble.

d) Apparently someone has borrowed the cassette player.

have

Someone the cassette player.

e) I'm disappointed that you didn't back me up!

might
You ............--...... ............................. me up!

f) Our worrying so much was a waste of time.

ne€dn't
We ...........--.....,.. so much.

g) lt's iust not possible for the cat to have opened the fridge.

possibly

The cat ............... the fridge.

h) It would have been possible for Helen to take us in her car.

could
Helen ................. ....-.....-.-.............. us a lift.

i) lt's possible that the last pe6on to leave didn't lock the door.

might
The last person ........... the door unlocked.

i) School uniform wasn't compulsory at my school.

wear

school uniform at my school.

75
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4 complete each sentence by writing one word in each space. contractions (con t)
count as one word,

al L.99.a!.d........... have become a millionaire, but I decided not to.

b) You ....................... have been here when Helen told the boss not to be so

lazy! It was great!

c) Peter wasn't here then, so he .........,............. have broken your vase.

d) I ....................... have bought that car, but I decided to look at a few others.

e) If you fett lonely, you ....................... have Siven me a ring

1) Don't take a risk like that again! We ....................... have lost because of you

g) It's been more than a week! You have had some news by now!

h) We were glad to help. We ....................... have just stood by and done

nothing.

i) You really have gone to so much trouble!

j) f ....................... have thought that it was rather difficult.

5 Correct any errors in these sentences. Some sentences are correct.

a, Surelv vou nllri.Ut-! hdve forSotten alreadyi ..Q!.4'.1....

b) Even Paul couldn't have foreseen what was coming next. ................

c) Frances might not have understood what you said. .............. ..

d) lt was funny that she should have remembered me. ........ ......

e) HaIIy may have won the match with a bit more effort.
f) You must have told me you had aheady eaten.

g) Look, there's €30 in my wallet. I shouldn't have gone to the bank after all.

h) You mustn't have been so unkind!
i) I couldn't have managed without you.
j) I have no idea who it was, but I suppose lt would have been Ann.

6 Underline the most suitable adverb for each space.

a) Someone obviotrsly/ctffrently/fottunately must have picked it up by mistake.

b) He could really/cheerft ly/easill have stolen the painting without anyone

knowing.
c) | may surely/well/clearly have made a mistake.

d) You really/cleafly/needlessly shouldn't have spent so much on my present.

e) BiIl. rarely/simply/certLinly wottldn't listen to anlthing we said.

U I couldn't just/yet/already have left without saying a word.

g) Certainly/Rarely/Surely you can't seriously believe that I am guilty!

h) I opened the window I greatly/surely/sinpll had to 8et some fresh air.

1) I stillhtnfortunately/surely cowldn't have come to your party.

j) How dangerous! You could still/strongly/well have been iniured!
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7 Complete each space in the text with an appropriate modal verb. Some are

negative.

Dear Toshie,

Thanks for sending back the book I lent you. you (L) ..94.W.t..h4y9............. read

it aheady! You must be the world's fastest reader! Hope you enioyed it.

Well, the big news is, I decided not to go to ltaly to take up my job offer.

Basically, moving there (2) ...................... meant a lot of upheaval

and frankly I couldn't face the hassle. Maybe I (3)

iust gone, and been a bit more adventurous, and for sure, I've got mixed

feelings about it, as if part of me wanted to go. Who knows, I

(4) ...................... met the man of my dreams! But I didn't take

the decision lightly. I (5) spent several weeks

thinking about nothing else. Anyway, what's done is done.

My other news concerns my Dad. You remember I was gettinS very worried

because he'd been having dizzy spells and feeling all light-headed. Well, I
(6) ...................... worried - he's been diagnosed as suffering from

low blood pressure, so he's on medication for that. The doctor said it's possible

that his vegetarian diet (7) set it off. It's a pity you

weren't here! You (8) ............... ... been able to help Dad, with
your interest in holistic medicine. You (9) .....-........................................9iven

him some of your aromatherapy treatments.

Anyway, hope to see you again before too long. By the wat Suess who's getting

married in June? Brenda! I (10) ..................... ............ known it would be

her! It's typical; that girl has all the luck!

Bye!

Love from, Sue
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